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LIAN! 


To the Right Honourable 
Sir JTAMES EDW ARDS 
LoxzDp Mayor of LONDON, 


Court of ALDERMEN. 


Right Honourable, . 


' F you ſuffer not in your Judgment by commanding the 
following Diſcourſe to be made publick, I am very 
well ſatisfied, I cannot in my Obedience, it being 

the beſt Application of any Sermon, next to that of the 
Hearers practice, to be inforced by ſo good Autho- 
rity ; Eſpecially where the chief defign of what is deliver d 
in it, is but to diſcover ſome of thoſe preſent Epidemick 
Diſtempers of the Nation, for which in your wile. 
Counſels, you:have allready prelcribed ſuch wholſomt 
Remedies ; ſo that in what the Preacher. is moſt earneſt 
to be heard, "tis only where you have been ſo before hm ; 
I mean, as in. your timely diſcountenancing thoſe men of 
evil deſigns, who matter not what nam? they make uſe of , 
no not, though it be that of the beſt Religion, the Re- 
form'd Proteſtant Faith it ſelf, to bring us into diforder and 


confuſion ; ſo in your Care to reſtrain that exorbitant Li- 
cence 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
cence of the Preſs, ſo much of late abuſed to the purpoſes 


of Sedition and Rebeliton, as if what was the Invention 
of a Soldier at firſt (for ſo Printing was ) muſt have fo 
mnch of its Author, as. to be ſtall ounding. the Alarmto 
the Public : But (God be, thanked) you have not been 
wanting to do your Parts to prevent all its miſchiefs, you 
have not been wanting in your Wiſdoms to divert the Ruin, 
on the Brink whereof we have ſo long ſtood ; you have hi- | 
therto been the Shield to defend us (let me uſe the words of | ® 
my Context) againſt the Bow the Wicked had beat, a- 
gainlt the Arrow they had made ready on the ftring: | 

Nor need we fear the deſtroying the Foundations, as 
long as it ſhall pleaſe God in his good Providence to keep 
this great and Royal Ciry upon a firm bottom ; that i 
is, as long as you (hall go onto Execute the good Laws, + 1 
under which to the dread of our Enemies, and the Envy of 
all round about us, we may ſo ſafely dwell : As long as 
you ſhall continue to uphold the Eſtabliſht Religion, which 
in ſo critical a time you have ſo worthily avowed : Let but 
thu Jeruſalem, be as a City that 15 thus Compatt to. j 
gether, and at Unity within itſelf : Do but you goon to 
lead the Example of Loyalty to the moſt Gracious and beſ# 
of Princes, and of Obedience to his and Gods righteous 
Commands, the Reverence you pay the Laws, Will be re- 
turn'd in the Obedience due to your own Government, i 
the Care you have for the true Religion, repaid in the Care 
God will have of you: Nor ts at, I truſt, a mean in- | 
ſtance of this his Care, that, (as *tis ſo frequently applied | 
to the Judges he raiſed up to deliver his own people) thoſe | 


whom 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

whom you call out to it, ſeem to be ſuch on whom His 
Spirit is to carry them through their weighty charge : *Tis 
your Honour, *Tis your Happineſs that your own Body ſtill 
furniſhes you with Members worthy ſo great imployments, 
That as in this nick of time, wherein 1 am commanded this 
Duty, If the ſame Perſon whoſe name is prefixt to the 
Order continues not in the Office to ſee it Executed, how- 
ever the Office and Government ſtill ſurvive the ſame , 
and one Excellent Magiſtrate lays not down the Sword, 
but to deliver it up to Another, who will not fail to wield 
it in Defence of the ſame Laws and the ſame Reli. 
oion : That God Almighty would ſtrengthen your hands, 
and bearts in both, ſhall be the dutiful Prayer of, 


Right Honourable, 
Your moſt humble and 
Obedient Servant, . 


Benjamin Woodroffe. 
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PSALM XL. 


If the Foundations be deſtroyed, what 
can the Righteous do* 


HE P/alm whereof theſe words 

are a partis aſhoit, but full de- 
ſcription of the Treatment good 

men are to expect from the wicked 1n this 
world; andthatis, tobe the mark of all 
their malice ; and cruelty : as a Bird pur- 
ſued by the Fowler, to be chaled into the 
mountains, Verſe 1. and as the Metaphor is 
carried on verſe 2. to have the bow ſtill bent a- 
ainſt them,the arrow made ready upon the ſtring þ. 
and that if poſſible, tro wound them in the 
very ſoul, verſe 1. ſo to ſhoot privily at the up- 
right in heart, as to aim the blow at char 


B Up- 


©» 6 


Uprightneſs, that Integrity, and Inno- 
9-4 which ſhould —_ them againſt 
other injuries. 

According to which deſign of theirs, 
the Holy Ghoſt elſewhere deſcribes them 
travelling with iniquity., ang conceiving miſ- 
chief, in che ſeventh P/alm at the 14. verſe, 
tis the Birth which their Brain and Imagi- 
nation 15 in pain to bripg forth : They devi/e- 
it on their beds, P/alm xxxvi. 4. and as tis 
Proverbs iv. 16. Sleep not. there, except they 
bring it to paſs : tis in their bands, Pſal.xxvi.1 .. 
Under their Tongues, Plalm x.7. andin their 
hearts, Pſalm. xxviil. 3. 'tis what they ſport 
to do, Proverbs x. 23. and boaſt that they are 
mizhty-in it, Plalm lii. 1. Little- matcer- 
ing what deſolations. they. make in the 
Earth ; How they. put the-whole courſe of 
Nature. out. of - Order ; what: Foundations 
they deſtroy, ſo they may but involve the 
Righteous in the. ſame- ruin with them- 
ſelves. 

And where. this is the. ſad-ſtate of Af. 
fairs (as, God knows, *tis-not the fault of- 
the Devil, and his wicked Inſtruments, if- 
it be not. every. where ſo) as-it follows in 
the Text, What can the Righteous do? What: 
defence and proteRtion can he-hope for, 

| whom. 


(3) 

whom the Innocence , which ſhould be 
hisſafegnard, -thus expoſes to the greateſt 
dangers? Yes, the very miſchief” inten- 
ded againſt him, ought to be his ſupport , 
For, .as 'tis againſt hi ſoul, that impreg- 
nable part of the good man, which no 
malice, no violence can reach ; As, tis a- 
gainſt that Heart, and the uprightneſs of 
1t, at they which privily ſhoot, whole Security as 
well as Religion it is, to put its Truſt in the 
Lord, verle 1. So, tis not without the good 
Providence of Him, in whom he Trufts ; 
not without his tendereſt Care, and Aﬀe. 
tion, who is too Holy, too Powerful, too 
Wiſe, too Juſt to _ his ruin ; Which is 
the ſum of the latter part of the Pſalm : 
From. all which put together, the Propoſi- 
tions we ſhall raiſe co be inſiſted on ſhall 
be thele two. | 

1. That in the miſchiefs the wicked 
deſign againſt the Righteous, their great 
aim and bulinels is to deſtroy all Foundations. 

2. That in theſe deſigns of the Wick- 
ed againſt the Righteous, all that the 
Righteous can do, is to truſt in-God. 

1. That inthe miſchiefs che wicked de- 
ſign againſt the Righteons, their greataim 
and buſineſs is to deſtroy all Foundations. 
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And here we ſhall havero conſider, 

1. What the Foundations are the wicked 
are ſo ſolicitous to deſtroy. 

2. Whar the Intereſt, and true grounds 
are, which move them to ſuch attempts. 

. With ſome refleftions on their great 
folly in ſuch their deſigns. 

1. As to what the Foundations are the 
Wicked are ſo olicitous to deſtroy ,, what 
can theſe be, bur the Fonndations, as I may 
ſay, which would otherwiſe deſtroy them 
and thoſe are, whatever itis, on which 
is built the Stability either of Church, or 
State : 
Such are, with reſpect to the One, all 
Civil Government, and the Laws by it EFn- 
acted ; with reſpect to the Other, the Prin- 
ciples of Faith and true Religion. 

Andvery well may theſe be called Foun- 
dations, becauſe, what Foundations are to 
any Fabric, by upholding, and ſecuring 
it from becoming a Ruinous, and Dil- 
ordered Heap, thar are theſe with refe- 
rence to Human Society, as ſerving to ſup- 
port the {ſeveral Members, -and parts of it, 


in a Settled, Regular, and Eſtabliſht depen- 


dence on each other. 


*Tis 
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'Tis by Government, Good Laws, and 
Religion that this Rational Building is held. 
up : That the Whole world is preſerved 
- from falling back into a worſe diſorder, 
and confuſion, than that Natural Chaos, that 
' Void formle/s State was, out of which *twas GeneC. i. 2. 
ar firſt raken. 

Hence the Royal P/almiſt refl ing on 
the Corruptions, Which in his time had pre- 
vailed in Church, and State, When He was 
put by the exerciſe of his juſt Authority, 
ſpeaketh of them, as of what tended to the 
utter diſſolution of the Earth, and the Inhabi- 
tants thereof, Plalm Ixxv. 3. and of Him- 
ſelf , to whom the Care of their Laws, and 
Religion was commaitred, as bearing- up the 
Pillars thereof. 

And in the Ixxxix, P/alm 14. he tells us, 
ſpeaking of God himlelf, that Judgment 
and Juſtice are the habitation of his Throne 
2D fays the Hebrew, 1's Foundation or 
Eſtabliſhment. 

So that we ſee, what it is, weareto 
underſtand by Foundations, namely thoſe Hicronymus. 
Righteous Laws, which are neceſſary to Leger Inter- 
{upport the Government of God and Man, pan 
and ſerve to hold the ſeveral parts of the 1m faiſe 


Rational Creation trom ſtarting aſide from 72 54 
the 


"— 

the Square and Rule, by which they ſub- 
fiſt, the next.thing we have to conſider, 
is | 
2. What the Intereſt and true Grounds 
are which move the wicked to \their at- 
tempts againſt the Rzghteous ; and thar is, 
nothing clſe but their being wicked, 1. e. 
Thoſe diflolute, ungovern'd wretches, 
Who can themſelves tet no linuts to the 
Extravagancies of their ill Life, and are 
{ſo heinoully offended, that the Laws do it 
for them, That Theſe are the Hook put in- 
to the Nole of the Violent and Oppreſlor : 
the Bride to check the Luft and Vices of 
the Intemperate and Unchaſt: of the 
Backbiter and Reviler. How doth it 
grieve them that Anthority hath ſet thoſe 
Bounds, and Landmarks to the 'Property of 
their Neighbour, which the unjuſt cannot 
remove without invading his own quiet ? 
That there is that Yoke on the Neck of the 
Sens of Belial, which will gall the Dilobe- 
dienc and Rebellious in all their ftrug- 
glings againſt it 2 That ro reſiſt the Scep- 
ter their Lawful Soveraign holds over 
them, is but to turn it into a Rod of 
Ion. 


And 


"TE. 

And as.in Civil Matters, ſo in Matters of 
Religion, How are theſe: the. unacceptable Ye- 
membrances of God, and. the ſervice. due to 
him, and in the negle& thereof, of a day 
of Reckoning, of. that fearful expeFtation 
of Judgment, which is. always ſhaking, the 
Rod-over them * This is that, which makes 
them ſo. much. concerned to. deſtroy: theſe 
Foundations, at-once toquit themſelves: of 
thoſe Fetters. which not only tye their hands. 
from outward wrongs, but what-.is much 
leverer, bind up-their minds too, $0; per- 
plex and intangle their Conſciences, 
that they can have. no comfort, no free- 
dom in their moſt proſperous Miſchiefs. 

Alas could they, but once calſt oft: theſe: 
cords from them, and. break theſe Bonds aſun- 
der, Plalmiii. 3. Were. there no. heir of re- 
ſtraint as the Magitrame is ſtiled Jade, xviil., 
7. No King in liracl to.hinder every man from 
doing that which was right in; bis own Eyes, 
Judges xvii. 6. None to curb. the hu- 
mour, or fury of the: multitude : Might. 
they but have the. pleaſure toruin them- 
ſelves and others without controul, what 
a happy Liberty of Conſcience were this to 
theſe men ? 


This 


458 


- This, ris true,is what wicked men would 
fain be at, and without which they cannot 
hope to compals their miſchievous deſigns 
againſt the Righteous : Foraſmuch as *cis 
for the ſafety of ſuch that all Laws are 
made, 1n their defence, that Religion inforces 
them. And how have they in all Ages 
laboured to reot out the Principles of both ? 
How Zealous have they been to quarrel 
at the moſt Prudent, and Sober Decrees 
of their Superiors, and what is much more, 
at his Decrecs who is higher than the high- 
elt ? 

T kar Leviathans have there been ſtill 
to: riſe up againſt God, and his Provi- 
dence? What endeavours either wholly 


ro efface, or at leaſt corrupt the Notions, 


which are implanted in the minds of Men, 
of the Deity, and his Government? _ 

How hath Religion too been brought 
in to ſerve a Sirpde, and the very Liberty 
of the Goſpel corruptly applied ro maintain 
Schiſmarid Rebellion ? $3 

Nay the very Spiritual part of Chriſti- 
anicy, the worſhippmg Ged in Truth, 1. e. 


in the heart and inward man, made uſe 


of by the Enthuſiaſt, and Fanatick to dil- 
charge them from all Conſcience of their 
| Duty ? 


C92 
Duty 2 And can there be any groſſer Scan- 
dal caſt upon the Goſpel, than to make it 
thus contrary to the Law ! 

Is there any greater mdignity can be of. 
fered to our good Maſter, who was him- 
ſelf ſo obſervant of all che Laws of his Na- 
tion, fo tender of his Obedience to the Ma- 

itrate, as by a Miracle to pay Tribute to Ce- 
far ? and hath by himſelf, and his 4poſtles 
ſo {triatly injoined ſubjection to the higher 
Powers, than, that either he by whom Kings 
Reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, or his Re- 
ligion, ſhould be traduced as deſtructive 
of both ? 

And *tis a reproach I confeſs, which 
ſticks on ſome who call chemſelves by his 
name, I would to God, thoſe, many of 
cthem,who in ſhew, and outward appear 
ance run out fo much in their Zeal againſt 
them, were not their greateſt Faltoys : 
God forbid, Iſhould judg any man, but 
let every one lay his hand on his heart, and 
ſerioufly conſider in his own Conſcience, 
whether the Heats, and Diviſions, the Jea- 
louſies, and Heart-burnings, which are at 

reſent ſo much among us, do not moſt 
effectually carry on their work: If the 


wicked, our Enemies, have bent the bow, 
C and 


Match. xvii, 
27, 

Rom, Xi1i1.I. 
I Pet. ii. 17. 
2 Pet. 11.10. 
TJudes$. 
Prover. viit- 


I 5. 


Pſal.lziv. 3. 
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and made ready the arrow upon the ' ſtring, as 
"tis in the context, are not they who pro- 
mote theſe, the men who have diſcharged 
it for them, have ſhort out the others. arrows, 
in their bitter words ? 
"Twas the complaint of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, Chapter xx. verſe 5. T have heard 
the defaming of many : Fear on every ſide, 
report ſay they, and we will report : I wiſh 
our Times did not furniſh us with too ma- 
ny inſtances of this nature, and that in 


' thoſe men, who do not only as it there 


follows watch for, but are ready to make 


the Halting of the wy + . Thoſe,what- 


ever.they lay, who ſtrike at the very Foun- 
dations, whole greateſt Toy *twould be to 
ſee the Nation bereft of the Security of her 
Laws, and the Comforts of her Religion : On- 
ly I cannot but rejoice too, as all good men 
muſt, thatin ſuch Times as theſe, where- 
in to be open, and plaindealmg, 'to dare to 
love, and vindicate Truth, is to expoſe ones 
ſelf ro the Calumny of every Scarrilous Li- 
beller,l,and all good men cannot bur rejoice 
in our hearts, I ſpeak it to the Honour of 
this great and Royal City, and the good and wiſe 
Government thereof, that like what is given 
in the Charafer of the heavenly Jeruſalem, 

(and. 
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.. "veg 
(and may Jeruſalem, the City where they ſhall 
ſee Peace, be always its name) that, I ſay, like 
what 1s given in the Charafer of the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, yon have made ir your ſingular 
Care, that whoſoever loveth and maketh a lye, 
barking, ſnarling wretches as they are, 


ſhould be ſhut out with Dogs. And may you pr 2 


go on ſtil] ro juſtifie your Authority, the Au- Haw!ers, 


thority of that Law, which cannot but prote& them, —_ 


Wo” h . . See the 
who make it their Rule : Neyer may thoſe, who oi 


have ill will at Zion, be fo proſperous as to nourable 


la ® ' b 
ſee the day , when you either want Power, or Cyurs 


Will to execute it. Never may the Religion we <> 


profeſs, and its Foundations be (o far deſtroyed _ 


as to let Anarchy, and Confuſion be the badg of the Right 
the Proteſtant. No : Let it be the Reproach, Honours- 


and che ſingle reproach of our Enemies, that *tis 7"; 5 


wards 


only in throwing down Foundations, that their Speech, | 
Septem.29, 


( auſe can proſper : in Subverting all the Laws 1479. 
of God, and Man, all the Principles of true 
Chriſtian Religion, that they mult ever hope to 
advance their Catholick Faith. 
For what elle is their unbounded Primacy of 
the Pope, but the overthrowing all * Govern- * Clerici 
legihus 
civilibus, ut ſunt Leges Principum, nou tenentur obligatione aliqus corre= 
Giva, ſed ſolum dircfiva. Non poſſunt tamen 4 Magiſtratu politico punirt, 
nec ulls mods trahi a4 Magiſtratus Secularis Tribunal. Bcllatt. de Cleric. 
I. 1. 
A Clericis, qui jure ſubjeionis exempti ſunt, proprie quidem Majeſta- 
tem non ledi. Endemon Feſuita Apolog. c 34: p. 110. 
| C 2 Clericg 
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 ClericiRebollionem non eſſe crimen leſs Majeflatis, quia nou eff ſubditue- 


Regi. Zimanch. Aphoriſ. de Conf. 


Furamentum Fidelitatis ne ſuſcipi quidem poſſe @ Papiſtis noſtris fine Fidcs. 


Catholice abxegatione. Bellarm. Reſp. ad Apolog. pro juram. Fidel, 

De Fide eertum efſe, quemcunque Principem Chriſtianum, fi 2 Religione 
Catholica manifefto deflexerit, & alins avacare viluerit, excidere ftatim om. 
2 poteſtate, &- dignitate, idque ante prolatam Pape ſententiam : poſſtque 
a debere ſubditos fi vires habeant, iftinſmodi Hereticum ex hominum Chri- 
ſtiznorum Dominatu ejicere. Philopat, Se. 2. Pe log, & Shares in Libro 
de Cenſuris, Diſp.15.SeR.6.p. 26z.hath many things to the ſame (cnſe. 

Nos licere Chriſftianis tolerare Regem Heretieum, fi ille conetur ſubditos 
ad ſuam hercfia protrahere, Bellarm, de Rom. Pontit. 5. 7. 

Sed & Chriſtiani Principes, qui diu in Eccleſiafticam poteftatem tyran- 
nico furore ſurrexernut, cui fleere genua, & caput ſubmittere debucrant, 
Nonne ſacris Conciliis ſunt depoſiti, percuſſi. Anatbemate, pulſi reguo, atque. 
mmperio ? Ut Ladiſhans, Leo NI. Heanricus II. Fredericus IH. Conftan- 
tinus VI; Conc. t. 14. p. 992. In Orat. Coraclii Epifcopi Bitontini. 

I. Oportere Feſuitas in ſuo Generali, ac multo magis in quovis Pontifice. 


Romaxo nou bominem erroribus obnoxium conſiderare,ſed ipſum Chriſtum,qui. 


eft ſapientia Patris intueri, atque horum vecem excipere, non ſecus ac Chri- 
#1 ipſins, qui nec _ poteſt, nec deciperc. 

2, Debere eos apnd animum ſuum ſtatnere, ſe myveri, ac dirigi a divina 
wluntate & providentia, qunquoverſus miwventur,ac dirignntnr & ſw Supert- 
ore. Maffeius in vita Loyole. 1. 3. c, 7. 

: Prudentiam effe ſolius Imperantis nou antem Obedientis virtutem. Sum. 
Conſtitut. Fcſuit. Regul. 36. | | 

Is Colloquio Ratisbon. Scfl. g. p. 282. & 88. confidenter afſerunt Fe- 
fnite, Popnlum ita ſubjethum eſe Regimini Prepoſitorum ſuorum, ut i illi 
in aliquo dubio definiends errarint, Populus w Regiminis errare ſimul 
poſſet, imo deberet.. 

Theſe as a few of thoſe multitudes of Tcftimonics and Avthoritics 
which might'be cited under this head, he who deſires more of the Par- 
ticulars ſhall need only to conſult the Bull of Pixs IV. Conc. 7 rident. 
P- 944, 945 946» Con. t. 14, Anno 1564. where the Errors alluded to 
in this part of our continued diſcourle, are with many others reckond 


up to our hand, and confixrm'd by the Pope as Articles of Faith, and as. 


fuch to be profefied by every one thereinconcern'd, 


ment in the Wotld 2 The wreſting the Scepter 
out of the Princes hand, which God Himſelf 


pur 
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put there? And giving fuch Laws and Rules 
of Obedience as are utterly inconſiſtent with 
all Civil Power !. And, as if this were not e- 
nough, wreſting the Scepter out of Gods own 
hand r00? That greateſt Royalty of his Crown, 
to forgive ſins;by giving thac abſurd Licence, 
and impunity to all manner of Tranſgreſſi. 
ons, which he were not- God, muſt forfei the 
Holmeſs,and Juſtice of the Divine Nature,ſhould 
he permit? Again, Is there any Prerogative 
of Heaven equal to the Infallibility they uſurp 2 
Or can any thing reconcile the Infallibility they 
pretend to, with the many Contradifions their 
Religion defends ! 

*T would be no difficulty to demonſtrate; 
that they who fo far depoſe Chriſt in his Kingly 
Office, astoſet up another in his ſtead, to 4i/- 
penſe with his Laws, and give new Rules and mea- 


ſures of Obedierice to his Subjetts. - 


T hat they who ſo far evacuate his Prophetick 
Office, as in faCt ar leaſt to deny, that he led. 
his Apoſtles into all Truth, as appears by their 
Do&trines concerning Civil Powers and ſubmiſ- 
frons due to them ;. according to which, what 
was to be taught and allowed in their Times, 
when the Chriſtians had no Force to oppoſe 
them, is nottrue Goſpel now. 

That they who fo tar depreſs him in his 
Prieſtly Office too, as to joyn new Mediators,and: 

Inter - 


(14) 
Taterceſſors with him : to find out new Saviours, 
and new merit, whereby men may bejultified: 
Or to take it, in their own language, they, 
who in Conſecratng the Hoſt put it in che Pow- 
er of the Prieſt to make his God, and moſt blal- 
hemouſly give him the ſame attributes, we 
aſcribe to the great Creator of all things : I lay, 
'rwould certainly be no difficulty ro demon- 
{trate, thar, they.,, who do this, can have no 
defign, bur to deſtroy all Foundations : to ba- 
niſh God and Religion out of the World, and 
according to the profelt practice of ſome a- 
mong them, who have been the molt Zca- 
lous in making Proſelytes, farſt romake men 
Atheiſts, that they may thereby be the beter 
diſpos'd to be fir Converts to their Faith. 
Itcannot be expected I ſhould upon this 
Occaſion run through all the Artifices of 
ſ\uch men to give ſucceſs tog their milchiets : 
No,the Myſtery of Iniquity is too hidden to be ſo 
eaſily difcover'd; only for the Riſe of all 
*rwill be ſufficient to oblerve,thar *tis the ſame 
Malice and Envy, which inſpiaes the Devil and 
his wicked Inſtruments : That 'tis the common 
Intereſt both have againſt Chriſt and his Mem- 
bers, the Enmity which was begun in Heaven 
itfelf by. the Apoſtacy of Lucifer and his Adbe- 
rents, who rebelled againft God and his Go- 
vernment there; and 'tis not at all ro be admired 


if 
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If chey have been till propagating the ſame in 
all the ſucceſſive Treaſons and Rebellions a- 
gainft his Yicegerents to this day. 

No wonder that the beſt of Governments 
have been always moſt expoſed to their Ma- 
lice, when the Tongues that are (o keen againſt 
them have been as ſharply whetted againſt the 
Fuſtice of Divine Providence ; an effe&tual in- 
Rance whereof, we have Ezekiel xviii. verſe 2. 
and 15. Where the blaſphemous Jews in their 
aftliCtion ſtick not to charge their Grievances 
on God himſelf: not conſidering that *ewas 
not the Fathers eating the ſeur Grapes (as they 
molt impiouſly apply the Proverb there) 
bur the Childrens chewing them, (as I may lay) 
after them, | mean their following their ill exam- 
ple, which ſet their Teeth on edge: Not the 
Inequality of Gods ways, (as they had Atheiſti- 
cally ſuggeſted) but thef Tniquity of their own, 
which preſt ſo heavy upon them. 

3. Andthis one would think, (which was 
the laſt thing we propos'd ro ſpeak to under 
this Head) ſhould be ſufficient to convince 
the wicked of the Folly of all their ill Practi- 
ces, that as 'tis from themſelves,thatall-cheirs, 
and the Publick's Miſchief ariſe, ſo that they 
cannot but expect they ſhould return 6n.their- 
own. head. 


For; 
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ers - For, beſides that all Wickedneſs in its own 
zequitie Nature is unbounded and infinite ; ſuch the over- 
IG. S. 2. flowing of theſe waters (as the Scripture ofren 
13 þ them) that he who once pulls 
is, Compares them) t w ce pulls up 
the Sluces cannot aſſure himſelf that he ſhall 
not be {wept away in the .common Inundation ; 
he that removes the Hedg, as. the Jews ſtile the 
Law, .cannot be ſecure, that he ſhall never 
ſuffer by the Treſpals : Beſides,l ſay, that this 
is the Natural reſult of all wickedneſs, as {uch, 
that the ſinner himlelf can ſer no bounds to 
ithow can they,who are ſo forward to drudge 
in the ſervice of the Devi/, but think that chat 
Apollyan, or deſtroyer, as he is called Revel.ix.11. 
will be as ready to ſtir up others to practiſe 
the ſame, or greater Miſchiefs on themfelvyes ? 
Can they conlider that the Change they 
driveat, is in that variable Swbje& (for {ichare 
the people, ſuch are allhuman Affairs) which is 
{till capable of new alterations! And can they 
hope 5 I the ſame inconftancy they make ule 
of in them, may nor be curn'd to their own 
Ruin ? Or can they reaſonably expect thar 
the various Temper and Complexion of the multi. 
tude, (who ſeldom know what they would 
have) thould juft jump with their preſent de. 
ſigns? Ortotakethe meaſure by themſelves, 
have their own deſigns, their own connſels, 
been, or will they always be, what they now 


are * 


Gy) 

Or are they ſure ro oyer-reach the Crnning of 
others, who know, as welt as themſelves, how 
to make a ſhew of one thing, whilſt they deſigne 
quite another? Whoſe Craft,and Srbtilty tis to carry 


on men by degrees to what they never intended ? 


And ina quite different way of Policy, wnder the 
very Griſe of Religion, and Hholine s,to outdoe them 
in all they contrive againſt the Publick ; ike what 
we read of the Adverſaries of Judah and Benjamin, 
Ezra, 4. 2. who know how to raine the Tem- 
ple, by building with them, by ſeeming to be 1n rhe 
very work, which 'tis their chief purpoſe ro hin- 
der, and under the glorious pretence of Reformation 


* there,of cutting oft only what's Juxuriant,or peccant 


in Church and State, ſo te prune the Tree till atla 
they cut it up Root and Branch. 

Or were they ſure that none of theſe. things 
would attend their wicked purpoſes; That, when 
they bend the bowe, and make ready the Arrow upon 
the ftring, there were none could ourſhoot them at 
their own Mark: none, who could outgoe them 
inthe baſe and unmanly pleaſures of delighting in 
Miſchief: None, who would contend with them 
for the Reſemblance and likeneſs they, Bear to 


the Devil? Ifay, were they ſure of a 7 


this, yet 
can they ſet bounds too to the Fuſtice of Divine 
Providence? Are they well adviſed that He nei- 
ther can nor will infatuare their Counſels > That He 


who made (a) Pharaoh, notwithſtanding all his « Exod.14 


proud 


eÞP1[.65-7. 
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proud Boaſts, know who the Lord was, that he ſhould 


baKing, '9: obey him :He,who put his(b)þook in the Noſe of Sen- 


nacherib, and his mighty Hoſte ; He, who in de- 
ſpite of all their Enemies, made the Fews fo often 
to wax ſtronger under the .Oppreſſion, whatever 
the Tumult f the People, whatever, as the wicked 
Maultitude 1s n the ( Palms compared to them, 
the Noiſe of the Seas, and the Noiſe of their Waves, 
that He, who'(d) ſets bounds to the Sea, cannot ſay 


to theſe proud Billows, . hitherto ſhall ye come, and:20 
farther. 


I have done with the firſtHead, which was to con- 
{1der, 1.the Foundations the wicked are ſoſolici- 
tous todeſtroy, in the miſchiefs they deſign againſt + 
the Righteous, with, 2. what the Intereſt and trae 
grounds are,which move them to ſuch attempts, 
and, 3. Their great Folly in ſuch their deſigns : 
T proceed to the ſecond, v1z. 

2. That intheſe deſigns of the Wicked againſt the 
Righteous, all that the Righteous can do, ts to truſt 
Zn God. 

And that implies theſe two things. 

r. Arclying upon him for fatty and dehve- 
TAnce. + 

2. Abchaving themſelves fo cowards Him in 
whom they truſt, as to do nothing whereby to 
pnt themſelyes out of his Protection. 

7. Inall the Deſigns of the Wicked againſt the 

Rightcous, it is the Duty of the Rightcous torely 
upon. 
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upon God only for fafety and deliverance, and 
that 'they. will find: they have great reaſon to 
do, as they conſider how many ways their gra- 
cious God 1s, as I may fay, obliged todeliyer 
them : How His Holineſs, 

His Power, 

His Omniſcience, 

His Zſtice, are all concern'd in the 
Proteflion of the Righteous. | 

1. God 1s in his Holineſs concern'd for the 


afcty of the Righteous ; and that whether by 


his Holineſs we underſtand the Purity of his Eſ- 
ſence, or of his Religion: The Immaculate Perfe- 
Aions of his own Nature, or the Imitation of theſe 
he requires from all who ingage in his ſervice; 
agreeable to what is ſo particularly urged in the 
words immedaately after the Text, of his being in 
tis holy Temple. 

For how can weimagine, that He who 1 hin- 


-felf of the greateſt Prrity, ſhould not fayour thoſe 


who cndeayour to make good the Image and /i- 
militude of God in which they were made, by clean- 


ſing themſelves, as the Apoſtle cxpreſles it, 2 Cor. 
'7.1. from all ftrblneſs of fleſh and ſpirit. 


Can there be any ny more acceptable to the 


'Divine Being, than to ſee ſucha Refemblance of his 


own perfeftions in his-Creature ? 
Or with reference to his Religion, to be exer- 


.cis'd in hus holy Temple, can there be any thing 
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more reaſonable, than for them: ro expect the Bleſ- 
ſings of the Temple, who are fo faithful to attend 
its Werſbip ? j 
Was not this the place towards which, under 3 
the Law, his eyes were open'd night and day* as we 
read, x Kings 8. 29. the place where he put his 
#Pſ.26.38- Name ? where (a) his honour was ſaid to dwell ? 
_"_— F-5 he place (b) towards which whoever, and in what | 
4 condition ſoeyer, did but pray, was fure to be 1 
heard in Heaven? So that whatever were the 
<ivid.o.31. Treſpaſs between man aud: man, (c) here was the 
place to decide it: whatever the affliion under 
which they were, whether led Captive into a 
ſtrange Land, or puniſht by Famine, Sword, or a- 
ny - of God's juſt Frdgments for thei fin, in 
their own; if they had bur thoughts of return- 
ing to Is Religion and Service, He who had ſet 
apart the godly to himſelf, as 'tis Pſadm 4. 3. could | 
not but un the defence of his own Name and Ho- | 
xoxr, which he had made to dwell there, likewiſe 
diftinguiſb them in his care, and uphold them in 

the work tor which he called them. 
Such wasthe Protefion, the Holineſs to which 
they were ſeparated, then gave : ſuch the ſecurity of 
flying to the Altar, that the very 0blation of their 
Wills, their truc and carnelt defire of appearing 
there before God, was a Sarrifice he would noc 
xetfulc. | | 
2. A ſccond Reaſon why the Rightcous ſhould 


look 
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look upon it as the only Remedy againſt the 
Treatment they meet with from'the Wicked, to 
put their truſt in God, 1s, becauſe of the honour of 
his Power concern'd in their deliverance. 

'Tis withreſpect to his Soveraign Dominion and 
Rule. over all, that his Throne is in the next words 
faid to be in Heaven: and certainly that is not 4 
Throne, that can be eſtabli/ht by iniquity. Heaven, 
as 'tis a place where no injuſtice can enter, ſo 
much lefs can 1t prevail againſt it; nothing can 
re{tſt the Power and Supremacy of him who ſits 
there. 

Changes, Alterations,and Vicifſitudes may be in 
things below; but to the Heaven, in which his 
Throne 1s, it belongs only to over-rule, not feel 
theſe. He who dwells above, may for the purpo- 
fes of his own ghory permit the Cruelty and Op- 
preſſion of the Violent, but fo, that fig permut- 
ting and converting theſe to his own glory, 1s none 
of che meaneſt initances of þis Power ; that in 
all the Motions. which are made about it, all the 
Commotions which are made againſt it, yer ſtill 
his Throne is in Heaven, the place of Bliſs and 
Holineſs ; and they who hope to interrupt the 
Rightcous in cither, do but thereby prepare 
themſclves tor a ſeverer Sentence at this Tribu- 
nal: Which of how great moment muſt it be 
to the good man, thus to conſider the over-ruling 
Power of hinin whom he truſts ! that if, as 'tis v. - ; 

the 
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the wicked ſay unto his Soul, flee as a Bird unto 
your Mountain, Heaven is that Mountain whither 
he can flee, there the Hills from whence cometh 
his help, Palm. 1 21. rt. | 

' 3. A third Attribute which ought to incou- 
rage the Righteous to truſt in God, 15 that of his 
Omnniſcience; for ſo the Pſalmift addsin the:ſame 
verſe, His eyes behold, and his eye-lids try the Chil- 
dren of men. 
- -- Did not God kjow, as the Pſalmiſt brings in the 

Wicked making his boaſt againſt the Righteous, 
Pſalm 73. 11. and were there no knowledge in the 
moſt High, there were then ſome reaſon why his 
p=ople ſhould ſpare ſome of their over-forward 
confidence , and abate of that ſo full and abſolute 
truſt they put in him ; becauſe whatever his Ho- 
lineſs is to deteſt, whatever his Power to avenge in- 
juſtice, yet what would all this ſignifie, if he had 
20 privity of the Fa? 

But then on thecontrary, for the Wicked as well . 
as the Righteous to be always under his eye, to be 
ſeen and detected 1n their cloſeſt Devices, to have 
their very ImaginationsIye open before him, their 
ſecreteit Councels, and moſt hidden works of dark- 
neſs (till 1n the Jight of his Countenance, to have 
(pardon the lowneſs of the compariſon) as you 
may have ſometime ſeen m.excellent Pictures, 
where the Archer 1s ſo paintcd, as.1n every poſture 
.of the Beholder.to direct his Arrow at him, to have 


I fay 


L fay, this mr 4uue,the Eye of Vengeance always ain- 
ing at the Offender ; Him, who muſt be his Fudge, 
to be ſtill preſent, not only at the committing, bur 
the firſt deſigning of the Crime, to ſee, to watch, 
and over-awe him in every motion; How muſt chis 
| be cauſe of joy and tranſport to the Righteous in 
his greateſt Sufferings, as being hereby aflur'd 
that nothing can befall him, as without the Cog- 
nizance, (o, which is one ſignification of the 
Eye; without the Pity and Compaſſion of his good 
God: That 'tisHe, who krzows and ſees all things, 
who permits the Enemy. to defign againſt him ; 
He too, of whoſe For na this muſt be one Ef- 
fect ; that he knows what's beſt for him ; that as his 
Eye-lids try the Children of men 1n general, fo in 
parcicular they try the Righteous, as the Refiner 
doth his beſt and moſt _— Mettals, to bring 
them more clean and purged, freer from droſs and. 
dregs out of the Fire; that 'tisonly-te make them 
fitter Objefts for his own Love and Fawour; that 
whom, with the reſt of Mankind, his Eye cannot 
but fee, as "tis Verſe the lait of the Plalm, his: 
Countenance may behold; i. e. encourage and ap- 
prove. 5h 
4 Thelaſt Argument I ſhall take notice of in 
the Palm, why in the Deſigns of the:Wicked a- 
gainſt the Righteous, all that they can do is*3o0 truſt 
in God, 1s, becauſe of the honour of- his Faſtice 
likewiſe concerned for them; . As, He whoſe Throne 
18: 
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15 in Heaven, ſits there, as the juſt recompence of 
their doings, (a) 10 rain Snares, Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt on the Wicked. 

And certainly, 1t any thing can fatisfie the 0p- 
preſt, That they ſhall not always be fo, that there 
will be a time when Right ſhall be done them; 
nothing 15 more likely to do it, than when the 
ſhall conſ{1der that God, the juſt, the holy, the 
powerful, the Omniſcient Lord if all, hath reſerved 


to himſelf the Correction of their Enemies : Thar 


| however they may at preſent go on ſmoothly in 


their Wickedneſs, yet, that their Proſperity it 
{{lf, their moſt Fortunate Miſchiefs, are but their 
Snares; that, as Solomon defcribes the madman, 
Prov. 26. 18. caſting about Firebrands, and fay- 
ng, am I not in ſport, yet "twill not be ſo, when 
retumed in this Fire and Brimſtone ; when the 
Storms they delight toraiſchere ſhall end inamore 
horrible Tempeſt to themſelves, and the C up, how- 
ever they now mix all with jollity, which 3s to be 
their Portion, ſhall be only that of everlaſting 
trembling and amazement. 

This as to the firſt part of that Truſt the Righ- 
teOus arc to put ir the Lord; as it fignifies 
their relying upon him for ſafety and delive- 
rance, as he 1s their Holy, their Powerful, their 
Wiſe, their Fuft Protefor; the ſecond thing 
to be con(ider*din this 7r#ft, is, 

2. Their behaving themſelves ſo towards the Lord, 


Ht 


5) 
in whom they are upon all theſe forementioned Rea- 
fons to truſt, as to do nothing'Whereby they "may put 
themſelves out of his Protefion. = 

For that may be the caſe of God's own People : 
How often did this befall the Fews, -that God caſt 
them off, and deſerted. them ? Was 1t not their 
fad Fate, as in all their Captivitztes abroad, ſo in all 
their Superſtitions and Idolatries at home ? What 
was it gave them up at any time into the hand of 
their Enemies, butthat they farſt delivered wp them- 
ſelves totherr ſins? | 

And if the Chriſtian ſhall write after this Copy, 
it they, who have all theſe Reaſons for their 7ruft 
and Faith in God,ſhall be ſuch Infidels intheir Du- 
ty,as to forget thatthey arethe Righteous only,who 
have any title in them ; it, as *tis Hoſea 10. 2.they 
will thus be found faulty, be fuch an empty Vine, as 
the Alluſion there is, v.1, as t0bring forth Fruit 0n- 
ly to themſelves, none to that God trom whom they 
expect this ſafety ; what then, as it follows, ». 3. 
ſhould a King do unto them? Nay, what can God 
himſelf do unto, or for them, if they putit out of 
the Power of cither to be their Saviour ? 

In vain do men talkcither of the Excellency of 
the Government or Laws they live under, and the 
4 gore they look for thence, if they deſpiſe 

0th, 

Invainto boaſtthe Religion we profeſs, if we arc 
notreſfoly'd'to live up ke Rules of tt. 

E In 
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In'vain to hope for ſecurity from the Altar, if 
we give not thatthaf ſame Priviledge we- pretend 
to by ut. 

7 ſpeak plain:. Welivein Times of great dif- 
ficulties and danger, wherein every one would be 

lad to provide for his own Peace; but what are 
he Methods we take to procure it ? 

We can talk with great zoyſe and zeale of and 
for the Proteſtant Religion, but do our Afions and 
Tongues (peak the ſame Language> What 1s 1t we 
inveigh againſt in that Church whoſe Errors we 
ſemfo much to deteſt ?. Is it not that Primacy of 
the Pope, whuch ſets up above all that is called God? 
I it not that Þifallibility whereby we think he too 
arrogantly aſſumes the determining matters of Faith 
and Religion > and what are we advantaged by the 
Invettive, it every private perſon (fuch 1s the 


Ungoverned Licenſe of the Age we live 1n) uſurps 


theſe to himſelf ? 

I am not ſorigid to deny every man the uſe of 
his own Judgment the exerciſe of thoſe diſcern- 
ing Faculties heisendowed with,as areaſonableCrea- 


ture; but ſure 'tis a:great difference between bong 


Rom. 12. 3- wiſe to Sobriety, and unpoling.cvery Conceit an 


whimſey of our own upon the. Pzblick : A very. vaſt 
difference berween ſubmitting to God's Providence in 
the Government he hath ſet over us, and being ec- 
very day preparing for, 1 know not what Alterations 
un Church and: State. 


Men 
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Men may, if-rhey pleaſe, call this rating 3» the 
Lord,and committing theirRehtgion to hisProvidence;: 
but would it not do very well to take ſome of the 

Z Rales of that Religion along with them? to be- 
thinkchemfelves of that Peaceable, 
Meek, 
Humble; 
Charitable Temper, which 
| ought to be the Badg of every good Chriſtian, 
_ if they do fo, they wonld chen find, 7har t0 
truſt im the Lord, were to wait upon him in his own 
way, to expect ſafety and deliverance only in do- 
ing their Daty. 
EH If in Power, then to conſider that the Founda- 
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tions they are to :: *'tain, are the LAWS and 
RELIGION. 
| If in the Capaciry of Subjets, what they are 
then to contribute to this, 15 to be Obedient to 


both. 
Not to think themſelves all Princes, any other- 


a Gen. z2«} 


| ' wiſe than Iſrael was by (a) wreſtling with God in 2, 
| Prayer, by appplying to him in their daily Deyo- 
«A tions for his Ble//ing on the Publick, and endea- 
vouring to make their Devotions effeftual, by fo 
living that themſelves be nottheCwrſe of it : That 
for their Sirs ; their Diſcontents, Murmurings, and 
Repining ; for their Diſobedience, and Injuftice ; 
cher Intemperance, and Wantonneſs ; 
their Prophaneneſs and Irreligion, they 
E 2 do 
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do not provoke God to give us up to thoſe Judg: 
ments they are ſo forward to charge upon the 
miſcarriages of others. 


[ hope thoſe warnings he hath given and 1s (till 
giving, will have that effect upon us, that we 
may timely apply to him to do it) that, I fay, if 
it ſhould be the Irrepairable Fate of the Nation, to. 
have its Foundations deſtroy'd, as. the Old Tran- 
flation reads 1t, we might be.able to put the Que- 
ſtion, What hath the Righteous done ? and to an- 
 ſweritin the Innocent and Tnoffenſive Carriage of. 
good men ; thoſe, for »h3m God will find Mercy 
in the midſt of his Judgments, that there is nothing 
they have done to bring on the Ruine : No, they 
are the good men who are the Safeguard of them, 
amongtt whom they live; God could not. deftrcy 
(a)Sodom till Righteous Lot was departed thence : 
It may be the caſe of a Land, as'rs threatned 
Ezekiel 14. 14. that though Noah, Daniel and 
7ob were in it (and I truſt in God there are many 
ſuch in this Nation, in this City) they ſhould delivar 

but their own Souls by their righteouſneſs. 
However,let that be our /tudy, that wemay think 
at leaſt of delivering our own Souls ; "tis worth our 
care, were there no benefit toredound to the Pub- 
lick by 1t; worth our carc,1t(b) Judgment muſt begin 
at the houſe of God, that the ſin whuch brings it on 
begin 


_ "Thatif it ſhould be the Irrepairable Fate of thus. 
Nation (which thegood Lord of his Mercy avert,, 
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World it felt daſh in ——_ about __— avidos everlaſting 


9) 
begin not there: That when it ſhallbe as|&d; What 
have the Righteous done? only our Prayers and In- 
zerceſſions tor the good of the-Nation - . 
Our Litamies for Mankind, - 
for our Enemies, 
for them who would deſtroy all 
Foundations. 
Our meek and charitable Behaviour to all, 
Our Bleſſing them that Curſe us, 
doing good to them that hate us, : 
praying for them that deſpitefully uſe Mat.y44. 
and perſfecute #5. 
Oar Conftancy to the Reform'd Faith, 
Our Renouncing the Principles and Errours 
of our Adverſaries. 
Our Duty and Loyalty to our Superiours, 
Our equal Deteſtation of Sacriledge and Ido- 
{atry : That theſe, with all thoſe other Chriſtian 
Vertues and Graces, which we profeſs and teach, 
may be the Anſwer we have to return to ſuch a 


Queſtion. | a Iſ4.26. 
And then I am-ſure, whatever become of the * £77 5+ | 


Foundations, fi fratus illabatur Orbis, ſhould the the common: 


reading 18. 


ferient ruine, the Ruines thar {trike upon us, could 9renzrh, © 


not touch or Courage and Reſolution, any more # tbe 


than owr Hnocence : No, there's a firmer Bottom ON ,,.,,,... » 
which all ſtands, even the (a) Rock of Ages, That the + = 


God, whoſe Holineſs, 
whoſe 
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whoſe Omniſcience, | 

whoſe Fzſtice will, in lus due time, do xs 
Right: If not here, at leaſt in that Heaven, where 
his Throne 3s, 

; In that holy Temple, from whence 
he now looks down to encourage the Conflit, and 
applaud the Triumph of our Patience ; and having 
by what ways he thinks beſt prov'd and prepar'd 
us for himſelf, will take us up into that of his and 
our Glory. 

To which happy ſtate he in his mercy bring us 
all, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom 
with the Father and holy Spirit, be praiſe, 
honour , and Adoration, now and always. 

Amen. 
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